
?Biscutum romeinii PERCH-NIELSEN, 1981 

Figs . 7, 11-14- ?Biscutum romeinii n.sp. 

?Biscutum 
romeznzz 

Proximal view (Fig. 7) and distal views (Fig. 11-14). Holotype: Figure 7. 630/LM 12 (Fig. 7, 12, 
13). 630/LM 11 (Fig. 11) and 630/LM 13 (Fig. 14): X 15,000. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: A small, elliptical coccolith with closely appressed shields and a row of small 

elements bordering the net-covered central area on the distal side. 

Description: The distal and the proximal shield consist of about 20 to 25 elements lying 

side by side or slightly interlocking as is often found in Biscutum. The elements of the 

distal shield continue into the central area to form a net, while the elements of the proximal 

shield extend to the distal side where they form a row of elements surrounding the central 

area. 

Remarks: 

?Biscutum romeinii is not a typical Biscutum because of its wide central area covered 

by a net. The new species seems similar in proximal view to a proximal view of a Biscutum 
assigned by Wind & Wise (1977) to their R notaculum. The new species, however, has 

a wider central area and seems to have narrower elements in the shields. The holotype 

of B. notaculum is only figured between crossed nicols and shows a small, long-elliptical 

form with a completely filled or covered center. While the Maastrichtian form illustrated 

by Wise & Wind (1977, Pl.26, Fig. 4) may be a Cretaceous ancestor to ?B. romeinii. ?B. 
parvulum RoMEIN 1979 from the lower Danian of Spain and Israel and also found in 

Tunisia (Pl. 2, Fig. 8-10), seems to have evolved from ?B. romeinii. 

Type level: 

Earliest Danian, Markalius inversus Zone, NP1 and B. romeinii Subzone of Perch-Nielsen 

(in press). 

Occurrence: ?Biscutum romeinii is quite common in the lowermost Danian (« Eodanian , ?) 

samples 630/LM 11 through 15 but was also found in lower numbers up to the first 

occurrence of Cruciplacolithus primus and down to the first sample containing coccoliths 
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above an interval without any calcareous fossils. Its range overlapps with the range of 
B. parvulum (Perch-Nielsen, in press). 

Type locality: 

El Kef, Tunisia. 

Depository: 

ETH SEM ·Archive, Honggerberg, Zurich. 
Holotype: Negative 6-3255/12, fig. 7. 

Author: 

Perch-Nielsen K., 1981, p. 834; pl. 2, figs. 7,11-14. 

Reference: 

Mew Maastrichtian and Paleocene calcareous nannofossils from Africa, Denmark, the USA 
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